INTRODUCTION, .

1t is tho duty of every man on this Earth'to
endeavour to seek Iiiberation: Books on Vedants, mot
only expound the real form of the Liboration to ba
attained by us, but slso demonstrata tha Path to' be

. pursued for the purposs. The Great Seers of this
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Punya-bhumi of onrs, havo revealed the sublime truths
of the Sanatana-dharma in their great works, the”
#tihasas, Paranas and other sacred lore, with a view to
regenerate the dnll-witted, who cannot comprehend the
system of Vedanta, and to enthuse bowards furtber offors
those who Lave partially understood the same. Those
worhs claborately dwell on the lines of righteous conduct
which man should pursue in his seeking after fibaration,
the {ruits of compliance with tha prescribed rules and
the risks involved in breaches theraof. The chief aim
of the writers of those works is, that their rendsrs
should follow the good example sct by the characters
delineated therein. Their major characters, iz, the
heros and heroines, ate either Isvara Himself or those
that partake of some of the essential features of Isvara,
while the minor characters have their distinet purpose
$o serve in the unfolding of tke plot. .Readers of these
great works would find, that they can at best hold aloft
these heros and heraines as ideals to be followed,”and ,
not by any means 1y to mitate their example to the
very lotter or even make a near approach fo them in
certain respects " For instance, the incident of Lord
Krishas, who is represented in the Srimad Bhagavata
a3 baving raised aloft Mount Govardhana on his liftle
finger, to serve as shelter for his devolees during a
storm, not only evokes the mute’ admiration of. his
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devotees for all time, but also serves to enhonce the
Bliss dorived by them from their trua devotion to the
Lord. Similarly the ordesls of King Haris-chandta,
JJeading to the wiserable plight of. his keeping watch
. 0ver corpses mounted on funeral,piles and phe constancy
of Emperor S1bi, who did not wines, , when he ent off
slica after slica of his flesh to equipoise the dove iu stho
. iother pan of the scale, fill the reader with a- profound
scntiment of marvel and awe and cannmot be hterally
capied by him in his daily conduct, Hence the study
- of these great works serves only to show the, degres of
dispar'ity betweon things diving and human.

“Wa olso meob. with..another olnss of Hiterature
., inspired bythe-same lofty motives, whnreiultfha purely
d 1 elemant preponderates and we are introduced ”
1 to charactors mora human and less ' divine, causing us
4 t0 braathe maro freely snd find ourselves thoroughly at
; home. ; These relato to the lifa-stories of great davotees,
, who lived the lives of mortals, wers subject to the syme
. infiemities and temptations, but grew io u higher statura
« by leading & Jifo of true devotion o ‘the Supreme Being,
hungering and thirsting alter a.nabler lifein this world
and tho world hereafters 'dovoid of all nftachment, and
enjoged tha seronc Bliss divin_e, while remalning. in- this
world, ~Theso great men verily serve ss beacon-lights,
showing ua tho right path and dispelling tho* darkness,
interna! 6s well as external, that hampors us jn our
onward march. Mast of theso stories sro apparontly
 based onsteadition and should not be deprecated on that
+ necount, ko long ns they sorve the purpasa for which
- they were intended by their nuthors, My« humblo
weonviction i, that the poinl of eatinty can . nover be
, " 4 by tho pablieation of any numbor of suely works.
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No apology will, therefore, be needed for this
venture of mine, in adding one more to the list of such
works. In my search for a snitable theme, I felt, T was
roagnetically drawn to the life of Bri Tyaga-raja,:who
was.born and bred in the Chela country. of. ours.and
after fulfilliog bis divine mission of expounding ‘the
greatness of Musio and of reaching godhead, through
devotion to the Nada-brahman—which is after,all an
aspect of the Para-brahman—attained his Samadhi
after renunciation, in the holy Panchanada-kshetra ,on
the banks of the sacred Kaveri. Most of his sonl-
stirring strains, aro in glorification of the Horo of
Valmiki’s immortal epie, Sri Rama, whose name Sri
Tyaga-rajs has treated as the Taraka-mantra, whorewith
to cross the ocean of worldly existence. Thg tradition
ot his being looked upon as a modern incarnation of that
stper-human bard, Sri Valmiki, has sarely sprang out
of the rhapsodies of his Kritis, We are fortunataly
cireumstanced in having in onr midst some rdigeiples-of
the disciples of the graat ome and several of the
Incidents narrated in the story have been culled from
thoss.z sources, Thanks to the endeavours of fovers of
Musie, hunﬂreﬂhs of Sri Tyaga-mjm's immortal Kritig
bave been reclau.ned for posterity and are reminding ug
every day of their grost author, whose lifo story T haye
ventured to present in Samekri verse, to his counbry-
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FOREWORD.

It 1s always an honour and a privilege to be asso-
ciatod with o man of cournge and I cannot conceive
of a more courageous man than onc who loves Samskrit
and can think in Samskrit and dares to add to Samskris
literature. It is & measure of boldness to love Samskrit ;
it s sudacity to think in it; and it 1s foolhardiness to
write in 1t I have myself been foolbardy that way
atd,I know that Samskrit authors are exposed to cross
fires. Oune set of sharpshooters asks 1f we have nothiog
better to do, and nnother asks how we dare write at all,
after having Valmiki and Vyasa and Sankars and
Kali-dasa and Bana. Bat faint heart never won fair
lady, nor the fairer lady—the Muse of Poesy.

Mr Sundatesz Sarma belongs to that rare thin
gronp that has the poetic heart and 1s more avid about
the afflatus than about the laurel. This work 1s his
first appearance before the public and must be judged
with fairness—nay, even with lenioncy. But even if he
is judged critically and even harshly, he will come out
weil. He belongs to the modest group which says that
gold is tested by fire, and not to the self-conscrous
group which says that tho Goddess of Speech is at its
8ervice.

He has a lofty and lovely theme and that itself
is rare good luck. He laves his themo and that is
better luck, He has o facile pen and his numbers flow
+ with casc and grace and that it best luck of all, I ain
’ quito aware that in o great poem there must be 5 muylti-

plicity of metres and a rich repast of rasa-s and that the
) grander pbenomena of sky and the ses and earth shonld
'Lbu dcs_cnbeq and thit the author af this wark i Ymited
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by bis themo and his talonts in oll these respacts.  Bub
within his limited range, ho has shown good work and
1 feel suro that the student of Samskrit, fed on vory rich
fare and somewhat fed up with tho sameness of it all,
will be tempted to taste a now morsel which is rare in
this age.

Though the hero of the poem is Tyaga-rajy alias
Tyagayyar, as he is colled in ao abbreviated and
nffectionate manner, the work is a pacan of praise of the
hero's hero—Sri Rama hmscll. A famous Samskrt
verse says that the Ramayana poured down froth tho
Valmiki-bill and made the cntire world holy and
antered the occan of S Rama  The author refors to
the beautiful tradition that Valmiki was born as
Tyagayyar. Itisnob much a miracle {ora river to flow
dowa from a hill into a sen. But it is a mracle for
a mighty river to sprng from the deltaic lowlands and
go up the whole of India and surge up the Himalajas
and go right up to Paradise. Another famous verse
says that when God, who is knowable by the Veda
alone, put on the lovely human form as Sri Rama, the
Veda also took form as the charming Ramayans In
the same way, when Valmikr became Tyaga-rajs, the
Veda becams yet more charming and melodious possy
became puro melody, flowing above us and about us and
around us, ““in notes, with wany a winding bout of
linked sweetness long drawn out”,

The author refors to tho illustrious band of devotces
of 8ri Rama:—

ATETIST TZTEEGEA gE0 |

quagAEl 9T T T TR

FeagTse TERtE ghedr mieT: )
WZINRAST T TEAT TG N (1, 36 and 40) |
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He then bursts a charming anthem about, Sri Ramsa
himselfs— |
AT IO A T |
WEEIRGIEEA THI FIEALIAT N
qAEGRGEGAART GAlRy W
frtarkgel e i fg o
qtﬂﬁjﬁi‘qﬂ‘i#’mmmﬁtﬁr !
e o
FENAL s gUEed AATIgIAE: U
FTTE T AN graeasgm = |
FYIF IR FATEES I )
dtareeadt Te ergRtian |
g TurTa 9yr AnEAT 1
i gﬁém}i Tsraedi T @I |
ITET ARG GUETSHIgaRg:
AR GRAT T0sF aEweTTETr |
FAROETR TIY BT L0 (1, 53 1o 59),
The words of Sri Rama are even mors charming :—
Rt T MRy TG 4T 7 a0
qqi drars geaviy fadtail frga: o
adrrafageisit endfivggdisrey )
ARTAFAAE T TR T A g 0 1, 15, 7)

Then follows a fine description of the present Kali
je from Narads's month :—

TR AR FT IR |
aaar ZEEAmN AR T 0 (15, 59)
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Then comes & command from Sri Rara to Valmik
to bs born a5 Tyaga-rajs and te flood the world with the
neetar of somg. Valmiki then goes to Ganga anc
Godavari and oventually to Cauveri nnd prays to he
that he might bo bora and brod up as ker child :—

v3gg At geear waggraalia: |
HA¥R TE°0Y agmdisgaRas I (1Y, 30

Such is the gold robe of pocsy thrown by the poet
abont the humdram frame of fact. But the inner
blossoming of Thyaga-raja’s genius is more wonderful
and sttractive than any magic flower of poesy. Tyag-
ayyar had nona of the petty ambitions or achisvements
of the wordly souls. He was poor in his earthly
possessions, but was rich in the Iove of his noble wilc
Kamalambal and rich beyond desciiption i the love of
the chosen deity of his heart. I have stood in the
humble hoass where he lived sud worshipped Sri Rawna
with tho fading flowers of daily adoration and the
fadeless flows of daily song. Tho poet * idden m the
light of thought,” ssng ‘“hymns nnbidden, till the
world was wronght to sympathy with hopes and fears
it heeded not . The author describes the singer-saint's
lite thus t—

ey et ST g7 v
FRTAET AAET WA WA W\ 0
defaaTgAeed arimadugy |
e g RRman of daute §9g: 1 (v, 51, 50
I have scen the vory panting and the very image
of Sri Rama which claimed and got the oﬁ‘ermn of the

loveliest flowers of the Ipveliast art of .r.l\s wold
~ H8ppy was Tyaga-raja to have devotion to such o delty
1



X1
and happy are we to have devotion to such a devotee
of such a deity | B
As the author charningly describes:—
FOE Tl 4 AW gEy W
arEgeTy Reafalty |
SRyt & A e w4 5y o
AT EIET W FH VLI ¥ |
Y LS
(8 9 739 T AT TR 0 1V, 10 to 12)
I do nob think that it is fair for the wnter of a
Foreword torun a race with the suthor in dealing
with the hero of the work or to run o race with the
reader in reading and revealing the heart cf the poet.

I therofore leavs the reader face to face with the anthor
and his work and wish good luck and God-speed to both,

Kumbakonam,
1st October, 1937, § K. 8. RAMASWAMI SASTRI.
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